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14:00 – 15:15 British Summer Time (GMT+1) 

09:00 – 10:15 Dominican Republic Time (GMT-4) 

 

Register here:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BkyXBNd5Tn2lRKfEQ-774Q  

 
 

Co-organized by the National Ecosystem Assessment Initiative at UNEP-WCMC, the 

Consorcio Ambiental Dominicano (CAD), and the Ministry of Environment and Natural 

Resources (MMARN) of the Dominican Republic 

Concept Note and Agenda 

As of 14 August 2026 

Background 

Since its inception in 2017 and building on over 20 years of ecosystem assessment 

experience, UNEP-WCMC's National Ecosystem Assessment Initiative (NEA Initiative), 

in partnership with UNDP and UNESCO, through the Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services Network (BES-Net), has supported countries around the world to conduct or 

scope national ecosystem assessments. 

The Dominican Republic joined the NEA Initiative to undertake a National Ecosystem 

Assessment (NEA-RD) covering the country's prioritized mountain, valley and coastal-

marine ecosystems. The assessment was coordinated by the Consorcio Ambiental 

Dominicano (CAD), at the request of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources 

(MMARN). Technical support was provided through UNEP-WCMC by the NEA Initiative, 

in collaboration with UNESCO and UNDP through BES-Net. The assessment was part of 

the BES-Net Phase II project, with financial support from the German Federal Ministry for 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BkyXBNd5Tn2lRKfEQ-774Q
https://www.besnet.world/


 

 

the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN) 

through the International Climate Initiative (IKI). 

The assessment adopts the conceptual framework of the Intergovernmental Science-

Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), of which the Dominican 

Republic has been a member since 2012, integrating ecological, social and economic 

dimensions of the country's biodiversity and ecosystems. It draws on scientific evidence 

together with the local and traditional knowledge (TLK) of rural and coastal communities 

to provide a broader understanding of the state, trends and drivers of change affecting 

the country's ecosystems. 

The Dominican Republic's mountain, valley and coastal-marine ecosystems underpin the 

nation's high level of endemism, its economy and the well-being of its population. The 

assessment finds that protected areas generate an estimated US$3–6 billion per year in 

ecosystem services, while highlighting significant pressures: 116,680 hectares of forest 

were converted to other land uses between 2006 and 2018, mangrove cover declined 

from 293 km² in 2012 to 270 km² in 2022, and around 70% of the country's beaches show 

signs of erosion. 

The assessment also documents the contribution of local and traditional knowledge, 

including the testimonies of rural and coastal communities and the role of women, to 

understanding ecosystem change, and presents the recently launched Dominican 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (PDBES) as a mechanism to strengthen 

the science-policy-practice interface for biodiversity in the country. 

This global webinar will present the key messages and policy-relevant findings of the 

National Ecosystem Assessment of the Dominican Republic to an international audience. 

It will provide an opportunity to hear directly from members of the assessment team and 

government partners and to discuss how the findings can support national planning, 

biodiversity conservation and evidence-based decision-making in the Dominican 

Republic. 

Download the full assessment technical report (available in Spanish): NEARD-final-

report-compressed-1.pdf 

Objectives 

The webinar aims to: 

● Share the National Ecosystem Assessment of the Dominican Republic's main 

findings and key messages on the status and trends of the country's prioritized 

mountain, valley and coastal-marine ecosystems, the drivers and pressures 

https://www.ecosystemassessments.net/content/uploads/2026/08/NEARD-final-report-compressed-1.pdf
https://www.ecosystemassessments.net/content/uploads/2026/08/NEARD-final-report-compressed-1.pdf


 

 

affecting them, and their contribution to the national economy and social well-

being. 

● Reflect on the TLK in the assessment, and on the role of women and local 

communities in biodiversity and ecosystem management. 

● Introduce PDBES as a national mechanism for science, policy and society 

dialogue on biodiversity. 

● Facilitate discussion on priorities and next steps for dissemination, and use  of 

the assessment's findings and its recommendations. 

Target Audience 

This webinar is organized as part of the Sub-Global Assessment Network (SGAN) and is 

relevant to government representatives, policymakers, researchers, academia, civil 

society organizations, local and traditional knowledge holders, private-sector actors, 

development partners, media, students, youth, and ecosystem assessment practitioners 

from the Dominican Republic and around the world. 

Date and Time 

18 August 2026, Tuesday, from 14:00 – 15:15 British Summer Time (GMT+1) / 09:00 – 

10:15 Dominican Republic Time (GMT-4). 

Event Format and Registration 

This virtual webinar will be held on Zoom in Spanish and English, with simultaneous 

interpretation available in English, Spanish and French. Access to the online event will be 

provided to all pre-registered participants. 

Please register for the event here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BkyXBNd5Tn2lRKfEQ-774Q  

Proposed Agenda 

75 minutes 

Time Session Moderator/Speaker 

5' Welcome and Introduction to the Webinar Moderator, UNEP-WCMC 

5' Opening Remarks 

 

Sesar Rodriguez 

Director, Consorcio Ambiental 

Dominicano 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BkyXBNd5Tn2lRKfEQ-774Q


 

 

Time Session Moderator/Speaker 

15' Main Findings and Key Messages from 

the Dominican Republic National 

Ecosystem Assessment 

 

Ramón Ovidio Sánchez Peña 

Co-Chair, National Ecosystem 

Assessment of the Dominican 

Republic (NEA-RD) 

15' Inclusion of Traditional Local Knowledge 

and Key Findings 

Aleyda Capella 

Traditional and Local Knowledge 

(TLK) Expert 

5' National Biodiversity Platform 

 

Betsaida Cabrera García 

Head of the Division of 

Ecosystems and Ecological 

Restoration  

 

Ministry of Environment and 

Natural Resources (MMARN) 

5’ From Evidence to Policy and 

Implementation – current and future use of 

the assessment results 

Marina Hernández 

Director, Directorate of 

Biodiversity      

 

Ministry of Environment and 

Natural Resources (MMARN) 

20’ Panel Discussion and Question and 

Answer 

Moderated by UNEP-WCMC 

 

5' Closing Remarks  Juanita Chaves 

Senior Programme Officer, 

UNEP-WCMC 

 

Contact 

For webinar enquiries, please contact Pratik Tandon (pratik.tandon@unep-wcmc.org) 

from UNEP-WCMC. 
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