
Valuation in National 
Ecosystem Assessments

Potential opportunities and impacts (and risks!)
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Why move to monetary valuation? (UK NEA example)

Estimating CO2 emissions reductions and 
removals from achieving specific targets 
in the global biodiversity framework (0-
draft):

• Conservation of 30% of land area

• Restoration of 15% of converted land

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/Resources/tabid/82/Default.aspx - see 2011 Synthesis Document (scroll down) 



Protecting and increasing that 
value for people and the 
economy became a focus of the 
policy response



Remember not all values can be monetised

which makes focusing only on money 
values a risk

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/Resources/tabid/82/Default.aspx - see 2011 Synthesis Document (scroll down) 



You can miss other 
things by only looking 
at the monetary value 
of final ecosystem 
services

Q. What are some 
other risks?

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-020-0552-3

CH0



Slide 12

CH0 added a qu as I will ask them to come in here with other types of risks
Charlotte Hicks, 2024-06-21T15:58:14.530



How to find monetary values
• There are databases of ecosystem service valuation studies e.g. the ecosystem service valuation 

database (https://www.esvd.info/) but remember you may not always be looking for per hectare values of 
ecosystems 

• Focus on the biophysical change that you want to monetise e.g. if you can quantify health impact (say in 
terms of Disability Adjusted Life Years) you want explore the values associated with changes in human 
health directly. 



How to use monetary values (1)

Transfer with care

• If you are using values from the existing 
literature, make sure that you are doing so 
appropriately

• Make sure the ‘good’ and context are 
similar enough for reuse, or use of 
adjusted figures to be reasonable. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/valuing-
environmental-impacts-guidelines-for-the-use-of-value-
transfer

https://ipbes.net/the-values-assessment



How to use monetary values (2)

Make sure values make sense:

• Focus on changes that are interesting 
from a policy perspective

• Look at different scenarios

• Don’t necessarily focus on money 
values alone. Biophysical information 
may be more interesting than money 
values in some cases e.g. nutritional 
security of local people vs the monetary 
value of dive tourists wellbeing 
associated with coral reefs

Box from the abridged version of the Dasgupta 
Review of the Economics of Biodiversity >>>>>>



Putting this in context

https://www.gov.uk/government/publication
s/final-report-the-economics-of-biodiversity-
the-dasgupta-review

https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/
20.500.11822/40512



Dasgupta Review Response Options
A broader perspective in 
which to think about 
results of a National 
Ecosystem Assessment? 

Returning to the 
transformational change 
ideas of the IPBES Values 
Assessment about more 
deeply embedding values 
to leverage more 
transformational change

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/final-report-the-
economics-of-biodiversity-the-dasgupta-review

CH0
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CH0 [@Noor Noor] I am not very familiar with these, may need some extra notes on what the response options are
Charlotte Hicks, 2024-06-21T15:59:32.939

NN0 0 I've added some in the notes straight from the abridged report
Noor Noor, 2024-06-25T17:56:05.387




