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The Future of Nature and Business (2020)



Finance for Biodiversity Initiative (2021)



95% of millennials and 85% of all investors are now
interested in sustainable investing strategies (Morgan Stanley, 2020)

Institutions with over $14 trillion in assets have committed to
divesting from oil & gas in a movement often led by students
(Fossil Free 2021)

36% of employees favour companies that focus on social
equity and environmental protection (Mercer, Global Talent Trends, 2020-
2021)

Shifting

Stakeholder 

interests



Teck: “Goal to become a nature positive mining company by
2030 … including through conserving or rehabilitating at least
three hectares for every one hectare affected by its mining
activities”

Unilever: “working towards a nature-positive future, where
forests are protected and restored, agricultural systems are
regenerated, water systems are preserved, and smallholder
farmers are empowered.”

BHP: “create nature-positive outcomes by having at least
30% of land and water…under conservation, restoration or
regenerative practices”

Holcim: “nature strategy with measurable 2030 targets to
restore and preserve biodiversity and water”

GSK: “Action on nature is important for human health,
climate change and business success”.

Business for Nature (2023)



www.naturepositive.org (2023), Business for Nature (2023)

http://www.naturepositive.org/


What are we asking businesses 

and financial institutions?
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Baggaley et al. (2023)



www.naturepositive.org (2023), Azote for Stockholm Resilience Centre 

http://www.naturepositive.org/


Baggaley et al. (2023), https://www.businessfornature.org/



SBTN, Land (2023), TNFD (2023) 



IPBES 
Business and 

Biodiversity

Assessment

• Chapter 1 – Setting the scene
• Chapter 2 – How does business depend on biodiversity?
• Chapter 3 – How does business impact in biodiversity?
• Chapter 4 – Approaches for measurement of business 

dependencies and impacts on biodiveristy
• Chapter 5 – Businesses as key actors of change: options 

for action by business 
• Chapter 6 – Creating an enabling environment for 

business: options for actions by governement, the 
financial sector and civil society 

To be presented at plenary in 2025



Where do NEAs connect with 

businesses and financial 

institutions?



• Complex landscape

• Potential lack of unified approach

• Myriad of organisations and initiatives involved –
credibility 

• Sparse regulation – varied voluntary approaches

• Disconnect from biodiversity policy structures and actors

• Patchy involvement as stakeholders

• Pressure on small businesses

• Biodiversity of multidimensional

• Data is available at global level, sparse at the nationally

Key 

challenges



Beginning of 

the journey

Most companies

UN Environment Programme (2022)



NEA as an integral part of the sailing expedition

Knowledge/evidence base

Policy-science nexus 
building

Informing policy

Networking & partnership

Transboundary 
coordination and 
communication 

Engagement with 
global process

Regulation - Guidance

Baseline – Validation – Source of information

Community of practice

Contributing towards commitments

Identification of needs

Harnessing opportunities



Some ideas on where to 

start



Where to start?

The Future of Nature and Business (2020)



Where to start?



Where to start?
ENCORE: Interactions between high impact and dependency sectors - Colombia



Where to start?



Sharing experiences

Opportunities/Challenges

Questions
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